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“My brother asked the birds to forgive him; that “'sounds
senseless, but it is right; for all is like an ocean, all is
flowing and blending; a touch in one place sets up move-
ment at the other end of the earth. It may be senseless to
bey forgiveness of the birds, but birds would be happier
at your side — a little happier, anyway — and children
and all animals, if you yourself were nombler than you
are now. It’s all like an ocean, I tell you. Then you would
pray to the birds too, consumed by an allembracing love,
in a sort of transport, and pray that they too will forgive
you your sin. Treasure this ecstasy. however senseless: it
may seem to men.”
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() *----Think of it, luminous flesh; and Oh! such tints, - ” (Auto-
Erotism I p.206)
() oo St.Theresa describes how a beautiful little angel inserted a flame-

tipped dart into her heart until it descended into her bowels (Auto-
Erotism I p.206)

(8) The “delicious agony,” the ‘“sweet martyrdom,” the ‘strongly com-
bined pleasure and pain experienced by St. Theresa were certainly
associated with physical sexual sensation. (The Auto-Erotic Factor
in religion, p.323)
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