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It was a lovely evening in April, the weather was un-

D
usually mild and serene for the time of year, in the

northern. districts of our isle, and the bright drops of a
recent shower sparkled upon the buds of the lilac and
laburnum that clustered round the cottage of Maltra-
vers. The little fountain that played in the center of a

2)
circular basin, on whose clear surface the broadleaved

water—lily cast its fairy shadow, added to the fresh green

of the lawn;

“And softe as velvét the yongé grass,”. .

on which the rare and early flowers were closing their

heavy lids. That twilight shower had given a racy and
3) —

vigorous sweetness to the air which stole over many a

bank of violets, and slightly stirred the golden ringlets of

Alice as she sate by the side of her entranced and silent

They were seated on a rustic bench just without
4)
the cottage, and the open window behind them admitted

lover.

the view of that happy room——with its litter of books

and musical instruments——eloquent of the Poetry of

Home.
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But it was not those ingenious and elaborate conceits
D
in which Petrarch, great Poet though he be, has so often
mistaken pedantry for passion, that absorbed at that mo-

ment the attention of the beautiful Nina. Her eyes
2)



rested not on the page, but on the garden that stretched

Over the old fruit-trees and hang-
k) -~
ing vines fell the moonshine; and in the centre of the

below the casement.

green but half-neglected sward, the waters of a small and

circular fountain, whose perfect propotions spoke of days

The scene
4)

but neither of its stillness nor
5)
its beauty thought Nina: towards one, the gloomiest and

long past, played and sparkled in the starlight.

was still and beautiful;

6)
most rugged spot in the whole garden, turned her gaze;

there, the trees stood densely massed together, and shut

D
from view the low but heavy wall which encircled the

mansion of Raselli. The boughs on those trees stirred

8
gently, but Nina saw them wave; and now from the
9
copse emerged, slowly and cautiously, a solitary figure,
whose shadow -threw itself, long and dark, over the

sward. It approached the window, and a low voice

vnomnro%.w:b%m name.
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