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Tsushima Yiko and the Sibling Prototype

Yonaha Keiko

Many of the characters portrayed by Tsushima Yiiko, one of the most active
contemporary women writers, are poeple who show disdain for propriety and com-
mon sense, refusing to be bound by ordinary norms. Through her characters
Tsushima seems to be groping toward some fundamental state of human existence
free of all social entanglements. This aspect of her work is most evident in her
use of mentally retarded characters, regarded as having no social function, as
Christ-figures; and a prototype can be established by an examination of the rela-
tionship between these characters and their sisters in Tsushima’s stories.
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Metaphorical Development in Sankai Hydbanki

Takakuwa Noriko

The unique difficulties presented by a reading of Sankai Hydbanki can be
resolved by observing the development of inetaphors in the story. This develop-
ment points to some entity confronting and afflicting the maijn character, and is
everywhere expressed in terms of the image of woman—woman as, demon, woman.
as shaman, and woman as gaddess. The process can be said to. reflect a meeting
in. language of the world. view: found in folklore with the author’s inner personal
feelings. The polt operates as a framework linking the metaphors: to, the hero,
and their duality is what gives the wark its o.pacity‘.

Yasuda Yojird on the Japanese Classics

Mizukami Isao

The early pronouncements of Yasuda Yojiird on classical Japanese literature
in the decade before 1945 were informed by an aesthetic sensibility that bordered
on decadence. This aestheticism, with. its harshly critical view of modern civiliza-
tion, proved to have wide appeal. But with the growth of the militaristic power
structure in wartime, Yasuda's statements on the classics necessarily hecame
increasingly fanatic. An. analysis of the change is the primary aim of this essay.

Maruyama Kaoru — “Mizuno Kokoro” as a Poem
of Transition

Fujimoto Toshihiko

Maruyama Kaoru’s poem “Mizu no Kokoro” attracted a great deal of critical
attention when it first appeared. An examination of these reviews serves to
bring the circumstances surrounding the poem’s composition into relief. It will
be seen that 1933 was a special year in Maruyama’s career as a poet, a year in
which he attempted to mold the form of his spirit (kokoro). Comparison of “Mizu
no Kekoro™ with “Shishi,” another poem that takes the spirit as its motif, further
demonstrates the significance of the former, and it can also be argued that the
image of man created in “Mizu no Kokoro” influenced Maruyama's later poems.
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The Art Criticism of Masamune. Hakucho
— Notes on the Early Hakucho

Tanada Teruyoshi

Hakuchd’s criticism of art constitutes a signiﬁéaht part of his early critical
output. One can find in it both the «dissatisfaction” so characteristic of the
early Hakuchd and the unique perspective occasioned because the criticism is art
criticism. The two components of this perspective ‘are the equation of art with
aesthetic beauty and so with Japanese painting and landscape painting on the one
hand, and with the expression of ideas and so with Western painting and portrai-
ture on the other. Hakuchd. places emphasis on the second, and the image of
Hakuchd looking toward young artists to give expression to the ideology of a
new age is reflected in his novels Sekibaku and Yokai-ga.

Tokuda Shiisei’'s Furo-oke

Matsumoto Toru

Although a minor work, Tokuda Shiisei’s Furo-oke represented a major turning
point in Tokuda’s professional career. The importance of the story went beyond
Hirotsu Kazuo’s “opening the window of subjectivity” statement to point the way
to an entirely new potential for fictional expression. In this direction lay a mode
of nonrealistic expression, unrestricted by the limits of time and space, capable
of calling into being a fictional world of greater depth and substance.

Yokomitsu Riichi’s Aru Chohen — Man on the Dust Heap

Tamamura Shi

Aru Chohen was the original title of the series of works later incorporated
into the novel Shanghai. Aru Chohen postulates a reality far more complex than
that found in Yokomitsu’s earlier stories, and in the novel an attempt is made to
restore the main character, Sanki, to some level of participation in this reality.
The increased complexity of his involvement, however, finally causes Sanki to lose
his bearings completely, an ending that illustrates the background out of which
appeared -such works by Yokomitsu as Kikai.
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