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resists reduction to a notational “ I” are equally in evidence. For Kobayashi, who
saw in Yokomitsu at the time of his debut a talent equal to Shiga Naoya’s, the
forced experimentalism of the story was truly an “ethical tragedy.”

Kawabata’s Tampopo—Language and Life
. Hara Zen

Kawabata’s last major novel, Tampopo, was shaped by Kawabata's lifelong
distrust of language and his condemnation of the phantom image of culture to
which language gives rise. The attempt to free the “essence of life” (nemoto no
seimei) from the bonds imposed by language and allow it to reign in a world
magically removed from our own became a dominant motif in Kawabata’s later
works. Tampopo attempts to portray this world through the coupling of a scien-
tific, Western view of language with a Buddhistic, Eastern view of life. The
novel may therefore be considered the “song of the East” Kawabata had long
yearned to write.
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Soseki’s Underground Stream of Influence: Maeda Togama

Kat6 Jiro

Established opinion has it that, with the exception of Soseki himself, the group
of writers known as the “Soseki Range” forms a chain of extinct volcanos. One
late disciple of Soseki, however, continued to advance in the direction indicated
by Soseki’s speculations on Zen and other subjects, albeit in the field of philosophy
rather than literature. This disciple was Maeda Togama (younger brother of Maeda
Tsunako, the model for Nami in Kusamakura). Maeda thus became a wellspring
gushing up from what had become an underground current of influence, and it is
on the basis of a comparison with Soseki that an examination of Maeda’s own
thought and experiences must be attempted.

The Composition of the Second Part of Aru
Onna—Some Thoughts on the Manuscript

Uchida Minoru

The recently discovered portion of the holograph manuscript of Arishima
Takeo’s Aru Onna consists of 246 pages. The manuscript begins in the second
part from the middle of Chapter 36 and continues to the end of the novel. It
has thus become possibl to examine in considerable detail the conditions under
which the second part of the novel was composed. The question of whether the
author meant the story to end at Chapter 47 or continue until Chapter 49 affects
the interpretation of the entire work, and it can now be ascertained that the
ending as we have it accords with the author’s intent.

Kobayashi Hideo on “Kikai”—A Negative
Image of the Novel

Negishi Yasuko

Kobayashi Hideo’s essay on Yokomitsu Riichi provides us with a clear image
of Kobayashi’s views on language and the novel at the time. Kobayashi felt that
the loss of subjectivity that characterized the “I1” of the story was the result of
having to share the author’s perceptions, and Kobayashi’s rejection of an influence-
oriented concept of language and his idea that the body has an existece that
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Izumi Kyoka and the Arabian Nights
Tezuka Masayuki

The Arabian Nights proved to be a major influence on the work of Izumi
Kyoka. Kyodka's first encounter with the Arabian Nights came with his reading
of Inoue Tsutomu'’s translation, Zensekai Ichidaikisho. This paper presents evidence
to show that Kyoka was familiar with the translation, and traces its influence on
Kyoka in terms of content (both localized and general) and external form. By
external form is meant the connection between the Arabian Nights and the folktale-
like quality of much of Kyoka’s work.

The Publication of Wakana Fune—An Historical
Profile of the Shimpa Waka Movement

Shioura Akira

Wakana Fune was a literary magazine published by the Miyuki kai, a Niigata
group devoted to shimpa waka, over a period of six and a half years beginning in
April 1902. The magazine is mentioned repeatedly in the pages of Mydja, but its
unavailability has hitherto precluded detailed study. This paper provides synopses of
the first thirty issues of the magazine, and by focusing on the movement’s guiding
light, Yamada Kasaku, attempts to give an account of the activities of the Niigata
shimpa waka movement preceding publication of the magazine’s first issue. The
result is to illuminate the process by which the modern tanka took hold in outlying
parts of the country.

Pierre et Jean and the Organization of Soseki’'s Kojin

Ikari Akira

Although Natsume was critical of almost everything Maupassant wrote, he
acknowledged Pierre et Jean to be a masterpiece. The exception prompts a com-
parison between Pierre et Jean and Soseki’'s Kajin, which bears a strong thematic
resemblance to the former work. Indeed, from the marked similarity in theme,
overall organization, and subject matter, it seems clear that Soseki, in writing
Kojin, was influenced by Maupassant’s story. The likelihood of such influence
suggests a reinterpretation of the significance of Soseki’s story.
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