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zakura.” All three stories are alike in using as their subject matter the ugliness
of the everyday world and in having as their basic motif the objectification the
love impulse. Each, however, is different in form and style, the first being a self-
caricaturaization, the second a novel about writing a novel, and the third a fan-
tasy. An analysis of the process by which Ishikawa groped toward a mode of

literary production demonstrates the spiritual transformation that took place in
him as he continued in his craft.

Sakurajima : The Drama in the Dialogue

Nakazawa Wataru

Umezaki Haruo wrote Sakurajima based on his experiences as a noncommis-
ioned officer during the Second World War, and the novel’s assured style contrib-
uted to its wide popularity. This stylistic surenese has usually been attributed to
the novel’s being in the tradition of the “I-novel,” but while the story is indeed
written in the first person, it progresses in a selfinterrogatory fashion that
requires the presence of a narrative alter ego. Sakurajima itself can thus be seen
as a skillfully contrived, extra-dimensional space which functions as the stage for
this “dialogue of the self.”
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figure so prominently in Kyoka’s fiction. The problematical soliloguy of the
story’s boy narrator can be analyzed to show the existence of fear and mistrust
beneath the affection he has for his mother. The result is to cast doubt on the
standard interpretation that the magical woman in the novel is the direct out-
growth solely of the boy’s love for his mother.

The Composition of Mori Ogai’s “Sanbashi”

Suda Kiyoji

“Sanbashi,” a descriptive piece by Ogai which appeared in the inaugural issue
of Mita Bungaku in May 1910, is based on the departure of Count Kamei Kore-
tsune and Baron Fukuba Hayato for Europe on March 5 of the same year. Ogai,
after seeing the two men off, completed the manuscript in three days, on March
8. An inventory is taken of the events surrounding the piece’s composition and
of the youthful memories which the departure must have aroused in Ogai’s mind.
This permits an accurate reconstruction of the work’s composition and provides
a firm basis for understanding the nature of a work Und Koji has called “truly

unparalleled, unique, and elegant.”

The Models for Gin no Saji

Horibe Isao

An effort is made to separate fiction from reality in Naka Kansuke's Gin no
Saji with respect to the characters who appear in the story. For those characters
for whom models have not yet been ascertained, new evidence is presented and
identifications attempted. Concerning the author himself, already known to be
the model for the main character, attention is focused instead upon points of
discrepency and the understatement of reality to demonstrate an underlying

reticence.

Ishikawa Jun’s Literary Development :
From “Hinkyd Mond6” to “Yamazakura”

Suzuki Sadami

A discussion of Ishikawa Jun's early literary development as revealed in
three stories written after “Kajin”: “Hinkya Monds,” “Ashide,” and “Yama-
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The Rejection and Rehabilitation of the Father
in Meiji Literature

Katsumata Hiroshi

It is a striking coincidence that many works held to signal the rise of modern
Japanese fiction—Ukigumo and “Maihime,” for example—each have as the main
character an only child whose father has died. Why did the authors feel such an
arrangement necessary and what significance can be attributed to it? Also, what
circumstances led to the return of the father and renewed thematic in-terest in
the father-son relationship as seen in such late Meiji novels as Shiga Naoya’s
Wakai? These questions prompt an analysis of the stories mentioned here, among

others, in order to explore one of the problems confronting modern Japan in its
formative period. h

The Literary Outlook of the Min'yiisha

Hirabayashi Hajime

The formation of the concept of a modern literature in the early Meiji period
owed much to the critical efforts of such writers as Tsubouchi Shdyd, Futabatei
Shimei, and Mori Ogai. Due to the continuing influence of Edo literature, how-
ever, critical thought of the time exhibited a strikingly non-modern diversity. A
study of the literary views held by members of the Min'yiisha therefore seems
necessary in order to establish the nature of the concept of literature during
this transitional phase. Tokutomi soh6 and Yamaji Aizan, who were at the liter-
ary and ideological center of the Min’yiisha, provide the best focus for such a
study.

On Izumi Kyoka’s “ Kechd ”

Ogawa Taketoshi

Izumi Kyoka's “Kechd” marked the point at which Kydka, who had started
his career by writing “ideological novels,” turned to the depiction of the fantastic
and unworldly. The story also permits an examination of the beginning of the
process by which the image of woman as both maternal and magical came to
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