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Sakutaro and Hakushid in the Context of
the Early Period of Tsuki ni Hoeru

Katsuhara Haruki

Here attention is focused on the relationship between Sakutard and Hakushi
in late 1914 and in 1915. It is inconceivable that Sakutard could have forged his
own erotic linking of the poetic with the miraculous without the precedent of
Hakushi's state of ecstasy as revealed in his work up fhrough Shirogane no
'Dokuraku. For Sakutard, however, poetry demanded the annihilation of human
feelings. Thus the image of the sky, which for‘ Hakushii was a thing of beauty,
became a frighteningly oppressive presence in Sakutard’s poems. The search for
a poetry which aimed at transcending individuality finally resulted in a denial of
the self. In this way, success in achieving pbetry also constituted an invitation
to a “monstrous” death and represented a defeat for Sakutard. '



128

The Composition of “Nanchi Shinja”
— Izumi Kyoka and Osaka —

Tanaka Reigi

“Nanchi Shinji” is based on what Kyoka saw and learned during his first
visit to Osaka. The story, centered on the procession at the Sumiyoshi Shrine
during the Takara no Ichi festival, portrays the obsessive love of a Nanchi
geisha. The process by which Kygka's interests shaped this story is described
by determining the precise day of Kydka’s arrival in Osaka, by examining snake
worship and the background of the Takara no Ichi procession, and by considering
Kyoka’s models. The unique features of the work, together with shifts in the
author’s creative consciousness, are further elucidated by an analysis of the
original manuscript and the introduction of conversations not recorded in the

collected works.

On Tanizaki Jun’ichird’s Yoshino Kuzu :
Canon and Variation on the Longing for Mother

Nagae Hironobu

When seen through the medium of his early childhood, Tanizaki Jun’ichird’s
experience of kabuki shares a common base with his sense of longing for his
mother. Both are symbols of the “good old days” of the past. Comparison of
Yoshino Kuzu with the worlds of two kabuki plays will help show the way in
which the feelings of the “I” of the novel change from a yearning for his
mother to the desire for a wife. This change is at the same time reflected in -
the movement from spring at Yoshino, with its fullblooming cherries evoking
love of the mother, to a deep Yoshino autumn filled with mystery and fantasy.
Also of interest is the canonical structure of the novel, with thematic develop-
ment proceeding from two overlapping versions of longing for the mother —that
of the “I” and that of Tsumura.
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but because it is not overly concerned with the mental process of an “I” who is
“reading” and because it concentrates on the work itself, the result is quite
different. For me this is the direction indicated when the issue is the literary
analysis of an individual work (sakuhinron). Of course at this stage the term
sakuhinron by itself is not adequate to take in my full meaning. My sakuhinron
also contains in nebulous suspension elements which must be defined by such
other terms as “style,” “expression,” and “narratology.” 1 expect these elements
eventually to be consolidated ; at least, it is the desire for such unification that
has given rise to my own version of sakuhinron.

Now, the moment I become conscious of the author’'s activity of writing—
even while taking full account of the verbal context of the work —my interest
is inevitably brought to bear on Tanizaki the writer in the form he assumes in
Chijin no Ai. 1 cannot help fancying that the activity of reading is itself a
manifestation of Tanizaki’s activity of writing. No doubt the way in which one
evaluates an author’s achievement (sakkaron) leads in the direction of this kind
of reverie. My version of sakkaron, however, also preéents a rather nebulous
appearance. In éritical biography” we would appear to have available a reliable
term, one that even seems to define a genre, but the term has the undeniable
tendency to preclude, for example, what Yoshimoto Takaaki has called “the
phenomenology of the mental process of writing.” Perhaps the very contradictions
inherent in a fragmented system generate the energy to transform such a system,
and indeed I presently find myself motivated solely by this kind of energy.

In passing I might also add that even while I am involved with a work like
Chijin no Ai and an author like Tanizaki, I feel the compulsion to push them
aside. Most likely it is this compulsion that has led to attempts at what is called
“comparative sakuhinron” and “comparative sakkaron.” And when this process
has been repeated innumerable times we will no doubt witness the appearance of
a literary historiography and a literary history. I see no other form of consoli-
dation available to us at the present time, and yet I find myself lost in a reverie
over a method in which a reading of Chijin no Ai would be seen ;to overlay
approaches through sakuhinron, sakkaron and literary history. At this point,
method for me involves a continuous reverie along these lines.
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conspirator. -The “socialized masochism” theme would rémain inoperative without
this.device. At this stage it is probably both possible and necessary to introduce
the presence of an implied reader as well.

A method of studying-a literary work is finally nothing more than a technique
of resistance by which the reader comes to recognizeé the author’s method of
operation. -The thread of nmiy argument may still appear somewhat loose, but.I
expect to -draw ‘it-tighter during my presentation.

Method as Rgvérie_ _
Yamadé Yiisaku

For me, the writer Tanizaki Jun'ichird and the work Chijin no Ai bejin to
exist first' of all when I pick up a paperback or a volume from the collected
works and stait reading. The author and' work come into ei-nbr'yonic existence
the moment I begin, and by the time I am finished thay have as a’ rulé attained
matare form inside ‘of me. In this sense, Tanizaki and his Chijin' no Ai belong
only to the private experience of a single reader —me. This may well be equiv-
alent to what is more generally meant by “the reader,” but in any event it is
clear that all criticism and scholarship must set out from this same point.

From such a starting point, it seems to me that the road branches out in
every direction. For example, if one wishes to emphasize the activity of reading,
that activity itself must be objectified. - In other words, the mental process of
“reading” as conducted ‘by an -“I” itself becomes an object of interest. This
seems to be' the position taken by a critic such as Hasumi Shigehiko, and the
critical focus ultimately converges on the reader or “L.”

" On the other hand, even while I am conscious of the activity of an “I” who
is “reading,” I cannot help sensing in the evry words of "Chijin no Ai another
activity, that of the writer. And I feel impelled to actualize this activity of
“writing” somehow in the process of “reading.” The instant this compulsion
takes hold of me, the verbal world of Chzjm no Ai stands before me as a true
image of Tanizaki the ‘author. It is the instant at which I feel certain that the
work is indeed the author himself. The course I must follow in this case seems
to lead in two separate directions even while permitting numerous intersections.
The first direction leads to the greatest possible expansion, by reading, of Chijin
#no Ai. This may be regarded as proceeding from a desire to enlarge the appeal
of the novel to the fullest possible extent. It would seem to overlap with the
position already mentioned which lays central emphasis on the process of reading,
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parties in fact constitutes the basic structure of the urban nuclear family
under capitalisfn. Here is it important to note that, first, even at their first
meeting it is not Naomi in the flesh who appears to J&ji but only a simulated
image of her, and second, that from beginning to end their life together is
only a form of play. “Papa-san” is simply the name of a role in this game,
an actor’s part. In any case, I hope to touch on the historical flux of the
1920s, during which what the urban nuclear family regarded. as “real. life”
‘underwent the change to mere play.

Discerning the Writer's Method of Operation
Noguchi Takehiko

In the work of a talented writer, a method of composition does not simply
reveal itself as such. Rather, method is particularized as technique —a modus
operandi that is normally used just once. And what exactly is this modus
operandi ? It is a technique for the preemptive removal of a reader’s resistance
to the author’s assertion of thematic supremacy.

“Tanizaki Jun'ichird’s Chijin mo Ai stands out among other recent novels.
It’s significance is not so much literary as social.: ‘In literary circles the work is
seen as outdated, at least in concept, its fin-de-siecle psychology and  sado-mas-
ochism a thing of the past. But for society at large (the general reader, perhaps,
or the modern intellegentsia) it provides an adequate level of stimulation.”
[Hashizume Takeshi, Naomizumu] This evaluation, proffered just after the pub-
lication of Tanizaki’s controversial novel, gives a good indication of the reaction
of the general public, which was so great that it led to the popularization of the
expression “Naomism.” The social success of Chijin no Ai is precisely the
measure of the success of the author’s method of operation. Several components
of the mechanism behind this modus operandi can be identified here.

First, there is the frequently mentioned problem -of narrative structure in the
form of a first-person confessional style. Confession is a type of narration, of
course, but it is also a self-referential medium. The problem is how to ascertain
the position and function of the implied author.

Second comes a reassessment of the extent to which the novel can be said
to be a novel of manners. This is a question not of identifying the way in which
social mores and manners are depicted, but of determining the methodological
significance of these mores and manners.

Third is the way in which the author skillfully implicates the reader as co-
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The Untold Story of Playing at Father

— Deconstructing Chijin no Ai —

Komori Yoichi

First allow me to state my methodological premises, these being offered in
the spirit of making use of whatever will make my position clear.
(1) What can be seen to emerge first of all by separating the language of
the text from its content? In other words, we may consider the first-person
narration of Joji apart from the events he relates (an application of Barthes,
Kristeva, Genette, etc.). Narration involves both the mimetic representation
“of the speech of a separate speaker and a type of presentation or mimicry.
Thué it functions as a device both for revealing something and for hiding
. - something. This is an approach to reading which undertakes to reveal the
information that has been hidden by the narrative process.

- (2) Reading into the gaps (Iser). As narrator, J6ji concerns himself only
with the time he spends with Naomi: the time he spends at home after
working hours or on holiday. While purporting to be a relation of “life,”
very little in the novel is actually said about routine daily activities. By
reading tnto the gaps, one may therefore explore what might be called
“Naomi’s time.” . .

(3) Deconstructing the binary opposition of man and woman (Derrida and
others). In this reading, the novel presents a reversal in the dominant/
submissive relationship- between man "and woman: Joji, the father-figure
supposedly dominating a doll-like Naomi, instead finds himself submitting to
a demanding goddess. This reversal, however, only succeeds in establishing
a new relationship between subjugation and submission. Since the fact of
gender functions as a kind of mediating agency between man and woman, it
seems necessary to identify the system which makes possible the interrelat-
edness of J6ji and Naomi. The methods described in (1) and (2) are indis-
pensable to such a procedure. Thus (1), (2), and (3) are. all prerequisites.: to
telling the story behind the story in Chijin no Ai.

(4) There is also a reading from which can be derived the fate of an illusory

- wurban nuclear family (Ivan Illich, Ueno Chikako and others). At the begin-
ning of the novel, J6ji predicts that the husband-wife relationship established
between him and Naomi will eventually become the social norm. I think
J6ji can be taken at his word in this instance. This reading demonstrates
that what at first appears to be an abnormal relationship between the two
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Symposium

. In Search of Method .
— Readings of Chijin no Ai —

Moderator: To6go Katsumi

Speakers: Komori Yoichi
Noguchi Takehiko
Yamada Yisaku
"Opening Remarks
" Togs Katsumi

The “method” in the title of this symposium does not refer to creative
method but to critical method. Chijin no Ai is therefore to be regarded:' simf;ly
as material to elicit a discussion of critical methodology. It seéms ‘well to str'ésé
that pomt first in view of the vagueness of the title. (Of the abstracts that
follow, Noguchi’s would seem to place emphasis on. the authors method however,
I take him to mean that interpreting an author’s method is in itself a method
of critical study.) ‘ l . v v . o ,‘ o : .

How does such a method come into being ? Tanizawa Eiichi once said that
no methodology is possible in literary studies, that there is only “technique”
[Bungaku, January 1977]. It goes without saying that there is no off-the:shelf
method applicable in all situations. Although a method may -make use 6f received
research; SChoIaréhip in related fields, and imported:theories; it must finally be
the individually hand-crafted product of a critic working with his own talent and
capabilities, shaped to the needs of the single obbject under study. It follows
that there may be as many methods as there are critics and objects of study

In addition, a literary work is contlnually susceptlble to readmgs based on
new methods (and by “new” I do not necessarily mean on the cutting edge of
critical theory). When readings become fixed, the work dies. Chijin no Ai seems
to be a work that has been partly given over to such fixed readings. . New life
must - be breathed into a work through constant réreadinga-; the better a work is,
the more critical approaches ought to be possible. _ v

Each of our three speakers is known for stimulating work in - his.. field.
Although I have heard remarks to the effect that our' symposiums  have never
been successful before, the large number of participants and the constructively
polemical atmosphere at this symposium gives me every reason to hope that a
multiplicity of methodological possiblities will indeed receive a fair hearing.
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