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the plots in his novels, which can be argued as the peculiar quality of this time
of his.

On Hakucho—The Poetic Intentions in Yoshida Issui

Tamura Keiji

The present treatise is to expound how Yoshida Issui composed his poems
by tracing back to the origins of his poetic words themselves, with which to
throw light upon the whereabouts of those poems. Since the object of the present
research is Hakucho, which was planned and wrought up through both the war-
time and the post-war. years, this investigation will of itself disclose the trails of
the poet’s thinking in that period of social disturbances.

This treatise can only include the exposition of the work up to the 7th chap-
ter. As Hakuché consists of a series of poems, however, which were published
through the years before and after the defeat of the war, I believe I have been
enabled to verify such poems as indicate the war scars of the mind in Issui.

Significance of Tanizaki Junichiro’s Zangyakuki

Maeda Hisanori

In “Zangyakuki,” the author intended to relieve the husband in the preceding
work “Kagi,” and sought the possibility of his salvation, by describing how Masu-
kichi, the hero deprived of sexual ability, recovered the sense of intimacy with
his wife. But the writing of this work was interrupted at the point where the
inner world of Masukichi was to be unfolded on a full scale. I will try to
explain the cause of this interruption, and to examine what meaning Tanizaki’s

attempt in this work had for the development of his literary creation thereafter.
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does not at all rely on the author’s own exposition, but that, instead of that, it
tries to clear up the factual relations of the society and its culture at the times
when the work was created, in the correspondence with which will be closely

examined what the work actually says.

‘The Occident’ in Chijin no Ai—As an Index of Happiness

Yamaguchi Masayuki

It is a popular belief that Chijin no Ai by Tanizaki Junichird is the sum total
of its author’s earlier efforts. Its evaluation, however, as a work of 'a;'t has not
yet been exempt from the disparaging hallmark of ‘the worship of the Occident.’
The days spent by Tanizaki in Yokohama has ohly been dealt with quite super-
ficially as the pinnacle of his taste for the European mode of living. The present
treatise is chiefly engaged in the exposition of that ‘Yokohama experience’ which
caused him to write this work, with an emphasis on how that experience of his
influenced his treatment of ‘the Occident’ in Chijin no Ai, where ‘the Occident’

seems to have been presented, as it were, as an index of happiness.

Dazai Osamu in the 16th and 17th Year of the
Showa Era and the Bible

Chiba Masaaki

Those novels which Dazai wrote in the war years of the 16th and the 17th
of the Showa era, and ‘which had their source in the Bible, have been generally
considered to be works whose structure as novels it is impossible for us to ex-
plain. The problem of method in the novels which this writer tried to deal with
in that period of his development as a novelist, and as the solution to that pro-
blem, how the Bible can be the principle that explains the materials, adaptations,
and- frameworks of the works produced by Dazai in those war years,—these
points at issue the present treatise attempts to examine through the reading of
the foru novels written in those years. These questions further have to do with
how this writer lived in his wartime years, and how the Bible or the journal
Seisho-chishiki (“The Bible Information”) served him as a tool for expanding
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The True Character of ‘Osayo-san '—An Essay
on Yasui-fujin

Kobayashi Sachio

The present treatise attempts at the clarification of the structure of Yasui-
fujin, a novel by Mori Ogai, as well as the true personality of Sayo within the
novel as its chief character, especially through the analysis of Ogai’s description
of that character.

Within the novel, two kinds of description are to be distinguished by way of
representmg Sayo ; the description by means of ‘conclusive’ remarks on the part
of the narrator and that of his ‘doubt or ‘inference’ once he himself has put
in his appeara_nce on the scene, the latter 'simply offering ‘an illusion of Sayo,
which discloses the personal understanding of the narrator and his dream, a fact
which obliges us to seek for the true image of the heroine solely in the former
kind of description (the real data for our constructing her image in the novel).

Under the circumstances, our attention will be directed to the fact that Naka-
hei, Sayo’s husband, is acknowledged by the go (village), by the shi (villagers),
to be an ugly man, while the heroine herself a beauty, and that the concept of
‘equilibrium’ has influence on the shii as a system. Nakahei, who lives as ‘an
unpardonable man’ in the eyes of the shd, shines in that system, with the bright-
ness of his mind, and Sayo alone as ‘a pardoned one’ fully lives a life she has
chosen for herself, quite free from the ‘system’ of beauty and ugliness. This is
the very fact that explains the brightness and the true character of the persona-

lity in question.

On Seibei to Hydtan by Shiga Naoya
Ikeuchi Teruo

Seibei to Hydtan, a short story by Shiga Naoya (1923), has been construed
according to the statement by the author that it was motivated by the disagree-
ment between him and his father. Such a reading, however, can possibly force
us to fail to catch the true meaning of the work as long as we are tied down

to the author's own view of his intention with it.
The present treatise is to aim at.a new reading hitherto unknown in that it
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An Advocacy of the Democratic Rights in Dramas

Ogasawara Mikio

The amateur dramas by the democrats in the earlier period of the Meiji era
was a representation in the dramatic form as a genre of the public trend demand-
ing for the democratic rights and liberty. Earlier than that kind of drama was
originated by Sudo Teiken in the 21st year of the Meiji era, the trends had been
already shown in which the new dramas, as the dramatization of political novels,
unhampered by any bounds of the traditional kabuki drama as well as a series
of ‘democratic dramas’ were brought on the stage, the latter being performed by
the agitators themselves in the democratic movement. It ‘is attempted here to
take a general survey of the difference in terms of dramaturgy and political
ideology-betWeen those three schools of political drama in ‘the earlier Meiji era,
while Setsuchubai-uwasano-shosetsu (April, 20th year in the Meiji era, presented
at Kakuza), adapted by Katsu Genzo from the story with the same title by
Suehiro Tetsucho, will be discussed. o

‘The Rain’ in Ji#sanya -

Tanaka Minoru

The structure of J#sanya has been construed as that of reversion in which
‘Oseki, who had been seemingly the victim in the story, eventually turned out to
be the assailant. The fact is that Oseki’s mode of living was based on the sac-
rificial tears shed by the family of Saito as a community, but, on the other hand,
Rokunosuke, after the disruption of his family, had dwelt in the world of ‘viod.
Consequently, as Rokunosuke arrived on the scene, the world in which Oseki
lived all the more conspicuously loomed up. If the assailant against these two
mortals should be detected, it would be in the character of Harada, -that official
of sonin rank, a veay effeminate, immature man. The vitality with which the
Saito family attempted to rise in the world was to be assimilated into the mod-
ernization of the Japanese society, while the Kosaka family broken up and ex-
cluded from that modernized society. In the perspective of such a power struc-
ture, a decisive case of disharmony or disagreement took place between these
man and woman.
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