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I as a Chaos
From the Standpoint of a Reader ——

Yanagisawa Takako

How much the author can exclude from the work the influence of his or her own emotion
to the real incident itself if many “I” novels are written using the incidents of the authors
themselves as their models ? This fact has often been taken as a material for criticising “I”
novels as incapable of objectifying the world of the works . But,when we see it from the
standpoint of a reader, the defect of “I” novels is viewed as an exposure of a strange chaos
of “I" of the authors themselves. I think it very interesting.

A Note on “I” Novels

Katsumata Hiroshi

How “I” novels which are said to be a phenomenon peculiar to Japan originated, I dealt
with this problem ascribing the phenomenon to the traditional pattern of the Japanese
awareness of individuality and the characteristics of the Japanese language itself.

Unlike the Western concept of ego, the Japanese have traditionally thought of the self
relatively only in the connection of one to the others and the Japanese language, closely con-
nected with the tradition, has a sentence structure complete without a subject. These in-
evitably generated in the Japanese novels the inconsistency and ambiguity as modern
novels. I considered that the form of "I" novels, which identifies the hero with the narra-
tor, originated from such backgrounds.

(translated by Igata Hiroshi)
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sion as ‘confession’ and its ‘testimony’. This also suggests that the letter is not a ‘naked
confession’ but a ‘fiction’ written by a kind of integrating mind. I try to clarify the sub-

stance of this letter in this essay.

The Dream of “A Modern Farm Village”

——On Kobayashi Takiji's Fuzai Jinushi ——

Shimamura Teru

Fuzai Jinushi, which has been assessed in the framework of ‘politics and literature’, is
a work composed by a carefully prepared strategy about ‘words’. In this novel the author
aimed to build up at the level of words a new possibility of individuality leading to the
practice of a revolutionary movement. To do this the author limited the readers to farmers
and included ‘farm villages’ in ‘cities’ as a capitalist system by reducing characters and

scenes to various groups of ‘signs’.

The Problem of “I” Novel

— A Note towards the History of Literary Expression ——

Suzuki Sadami

The discourse that “I" novels are peculiar to the modern Japanese literature and that
they have made a mainstream of serious literature of Japan is nothing but a myth built on a
pile of methodical mistakes. I cannot help concluding that the way of thinking itself, which
regards various works with a similar appearance as problematic calling them altogether "1”
novels, is peculiar to Japan. The definition of “I" novel is not at all clear.lt is an illusion
formed inside the literary world obsessed with modern Western novels and an idea biased
by what I should call orientalism to our own culture.

I think it more fruitful to discuss this problem from the standpoint which pursues the
history of literary expression of modern Japan getting free of the schema of Western ortho-

dox novels versus “I" novels.



196

Replacement * Imitation * Doubling
—— On Izumi Kyoka's Ohkakei ——

Nakayama Akihiko

Throughout Izumi Kyoka's Ohkakei we can find the theme of replacement, imitation and
doubling, which determines not only the content of the narrative but also the form of the
narration. In respect of the narration this theme enables the author to form a Chinese box-
es type of narration, in which one story is inlaid in another, while making it impossible to
differentiate the two voices of the stories. In respect of the content the theme leads the
narrative to the completion and to the dissolution at the same time, while supporting the

stories of a family's revival and yearning for a mother.

Mixture of Genres * Drama and Novel
——Ogai's Han-nichi in the Whole of His Works —

QOishi Naoki

In the chronology of Ogai’s works, his novel Han-nichi is at the turning point of genres
from a drama to a novel. We can see its significant innovation when we think of the fact
that Ogai’s interest during 30s of Meiji Era was in the movement of ‘epic’ drama at fin de
siecle of Europe . The text was produced, it seems to me, from the inevitable problems of
modern dramas which dissolved the established dramaturgy by the logic of prose writing.
And at the back of it we can see Ogai’s deep sympathy with Maeterlinck’s revolutionary

tragic view based on the insight into ordinary lives.

On Kokoro

—— A Will towards “Fictionalization” ——

Sekiya Yumiko

The two sets of private papers which compose Kokoro present a striking contrast to
each other. The first private papers aim at realistic reproduction, while the letter (the
suicide note) is characteristically subjective and metaphoric. This suggests that the two

sets of private papers do not compose a consecutive narrative but are woven in inner ten-
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