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In my article I attempt to correct the established theory (which primarily advocates Buddhist
deliverance) and to testify to the fact that this novel includes a serious problem that brought

agitation and confusion to the author’s literary activities.

Narration and Structure of Kecho

Suda Chisato

In style and content, Kechd reveals a conspicuous influence of Wakamatsu Shizuko's
Japanese translation of Little Lord Fauntleroy. Although Cedric and Ren share naivete, their
effects on adults are totally opposite. Ren’s view of people, deriving from his mother’s
teaching, dissimulates modern anthropocentrism. Although an adolescent viewpoint seems
dominant on the surface, everything is in fact the reproduced discourse generated by the
grown-up Ren. By measuring the gap between the boy and adult readers, one can elucidate the
secret truth of the novel. And there the sprout of Izumi Kyoka’s original world can be already
perceived.

Kusamakura: Aesthetics of Haziness

Akiyama Kimio

In Kusamakura one can find traces of hazy beauty characterized by undivided and
inarticulated qualities which differ from those of non-affective aesthetics. While non-affective
aesthetics is formed on the premise of intellectual recognition, by setting some distance from or
judgment of an object, wherever hazy beauty is generated and blessed intellectual fabrication
is abandoned, thinking is stopped, and consciousness is dulled. In other words, while non-
affective beauty is beauty as an idea inclined towards “recognizable elements” (F), hazy
beauty is the aesthetic sense based on emotional elements (f). [(F) and (f) derive from
Bungaku-ron (On Literature) .]
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was a “comprehensive” avant-garde art movement, not restricted to such genres as literature
and the fine arts. How did Hagiwara Ky6jiro develop his activies and create his book of
poetry, Sentence of Death, by aggressively participating in MAVO? I wish to explore these
circumstances while keeping in mind “the revolutionary period of the media” around the 1910’s

when there emerged such things as new printing technology and photography.

Crossing of Photography: or Kawabata Yasunari as Apparatus

Hidaka Shoji
What kind of influence did the photographic media have on literature ? Roland Barthes
has regarded the reflected images of photographs as “spirit as alter ego” and has pointed out
the inevitable “small death” when the subject of photography becomes an object. Kawabata
Yasunari introduced the communicative apparatus of psychics to literature. And this spirit-
apparatus pioneered modern literature by being connected to spiritualism (the method of

generating a spirit as alter ego), subsumed by photography as a new science.

Rough Sketch: Books of the So-Called Sapporo Edition

Ogasawara Masaru
Towards the end of the War, publishing companies which had suffered from successive air
raids evacuated to Sapporo, Hokkaido, seeking papers, ink, and safety. After these so-called
Sapporo-edition books by these publishers throve for several years after the war, as soon as
Tokyo's confusion subsided, these publishers withdrew completely. I have traced a scene in
the post-war cultural history of publication while outlining the situation and touching upon a

few characteristics of these publications.

A Problem in Taidokuro (Facing a Skull)
—— Anguish in 1890 ——

Sekiya Hiroshi
Koda Rohan's early representative novel Facing a Skull (January, February, 1890)
underwent serious revisions twice, entailing the production of three different text. The

current research is based on the “problematic” popular edition, which mixes up the three texts.
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appears there is the act of communication between the heterogeneous worlds. In other words,
because rules and stories are not shared, there emerge the acts of communication of mutations

which do not render the senders’ intended communication.

The Face of the Media
——Uno Koji's Ku no Sekai (The World of Suffering) ——

Iwasa Soshiro

This article tries to articulate the fact that Uno Koji's The World of Suffering (1919-21) is
a kind of “polgrimage to hell” story in which, through the actions of the “I” narrator, the theme
of the novel unfolds: it is the rendering of human life in the “suffering world” called Tokyo
during the period of “culture” after World War [.  Also I have dealt with its relationship with
media-generated circumstances at that time from several perspectives. And I point out that
by using the mirror image of the character Handa Rokuro, who appears in the latter half of the
story, the author reveals his own face, and there one can also find the double reflection of the

media’s strange face in the period of “culture.”

Miyawzawa Kenji and Cinematic Expressions (Montage)

Okuyama Fumiyuki
There are cinematic expressions at the bottom of “The Sketch of Images.” They do not
necessarily derive from the influence of movies. One also has to consider the influence of
photographic expressions on modern visual senses and has to see the relationship with the fact
that modes of art have gone through enormous changes as a result of the discovery of the
unconsciousness, leading to the expansion of the mental world, which necessitates a huge
transition in terms of visual and auditory images. My investigation centers on the montage of

overtones.

Hagiwara Kyojiro the Era of MAVO——

B Komata Yasuke
Murayama Tomoyoshi, who had brought back conscious constructivism from studying in

Germany, started a magazine called MAVO. The movement revolving around this magaxine
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The Media and Narushima Rythoku

— “Principle” without “Principle” —

Yamamoto Yoshiaki
The purpose of this article is to analyze Narushima Ryahoku’s activities as a journalist,
which have not been sufficiently examined so far. As a result of my analysis, it is clear that he
fell into a dilemma in which he manipulated his image while he conversely became controlled
by it. He attempted various performances before he made a breakthrough. Besides,
Rythoku criticised social conditions of the Meiji Period kaleidoscopically by means of his
unique, criticl style. And he explained his standpoint by using the metaphor of “a balancing

»

toy.” Accordingly he was a cultural critic who tenaciously crossed swords with his own age

in order to realize a “true Civilization.”

Koware yubiwa (A Broken Ring) and Komo ko (This Child)

Takada Chinami

This Child is the only story that Higuchi Ichiyo published in the medium of the women'’s
niagazine. It is written in a colloquial style and on the surface seems like an easy story with a
happy ending. So this conspicuous work of hers has been assessed unfavorably, particularly
because it was published serially in the magazine Japanese Families. But would it not be
necessary to re-evaluate this judgment when we take into consideration the historical flow of
the medium of women’s magazines at that time ? In this article, while I primarily concentrate
on a comparison with Shimizu Toyoko’s A Broken Ring, which was published in a completely
different type of women's magazine, I tried to search for the possibility of its re-evaluation by
shedding some light on the triggering device found in This Child, from the viewpoint of fiction

in early women's magazines.

Media of Mutation “and” Community
——On Kusameikya (Labyrinth of Grass) ——

Nakayama Akihiko
Labyrinth of Grass describes a community in which people share their respective world
views by narrating mysteries. And that is where stories circulate through vocal media from
person to person. However, these stories and media, which are stable and contribute to the

preservation of order, undergo remarkable transfiguration in the latter half of the text. What
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