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contains indirect self-referentiality to its own textuality. It gives a clear shape
to the idea, on the other hand also reveals itself that the idea is a
“trompe-1'ceil.” The text effects a motion between metaphysics and metafiction.

Asymmetrical aspects of ‘Gender’

Tsuboi Hideto

The movement of rereading the literary works built upon women’s view
point is now rising, pressed by the recent active current of Feminist-criticism.
On the other hand, how has the modern Japanese literature been pursued with
the theme of masculinity so far? ‘

Standing on this problematic theme of sexuality, I analyzed the following
Japanese novels since 1970’s: Kono Taeko’s “The Pivoting Door’ (Kaitentobira),
‘A Bizzare Tale of a Fetcher’ (Miiratori-ryokitar), Yoshiyuki Junnosuke’s ‘A
Dark. Room’ (Anshitsu) and Tomioka Takeo’s “The Far Sky’ (Tooi-sora), ‘The
Waving Land’ (Namiutsu-tochi). The utmost concern to me is about today’s
situation of our literary engagement upon the ubiquitous matters of asymmetry
and otherness between male and female.



198

The formation of taish#t bungaku,
Some characteristics of the reshifting of the literary field
at the end of Taishd era and the beginning of Showa era

Cécile Sakai

Popular literature (taishft bungaku) is a modern literary genre which is now
defined by the whole of its sub-genres: cloak-and-dagger novels, detective
novels, sentimental novels, humour novels, war novels and so on.

Here, we try to clarify the social structuration of this genre between 1926
and the 1940’s, aiming at its autonomy inside the literary field. This analysis,
based upon french sociologist Pierre Bourdieu’s recent study, shows two
contradictory forces which characterize taishé bungakw. the rising of a social
recognition based upon the circulation (quantity), submitted to the general
economic order, and the failure of an academic recognition (quality), due to the
lack of an appropriate criticism. Nevertheless, this is now the time to
reconsider this phenomenon, not only from the historical point of view, but also
from the critical point of view, within the frame of new international
approaches, like the reception theory or the history of books and readers.

On Ashikari; Y@jo (Lady “YQ”/Prostitute) in memory

Hidaka Yoshiki

On the way to the island in Yodo-river, the “I”, narrator in the first half of
Ashikari, was seeing and narrating of “landscape”, which is in the play of many
described classics. And Yfijo (Prostitute) recognized by readers according to
this “landscape” is no better than what “Father”--“Otoko” (Man)--“I" connects
and images the woman whose name is “Y” in communication should be. In
fine, the text Ashikari which was knitted by the memory each readers have
individually voices.

On Shibusawa Tatsuhiko’s Takaoka-Shinno-Kokaiki
(The Voyages of Prince Takaoka) ; metaphysics and metafiction

) Atogami Shiro
Takaoka-Shinno- Kokaiki have a labyrinthian structure that a detour leads
to the midpoint, and it makes idea of “Tenjiku” or The Fatal Woman. This text
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demoniac theory in a story, “Hojyoji story” for a while.

On Meian ; Narrative About Lies

Iida Yuko

Meian is a text that refers to stable signification where “lies as expedients”
can be used, and to unsymmetricalness of communication hidden by such
illusion.

So far, Meian has been interpreted as narrating the “relativized” world. It
is true that both a state where plural codes simultaneously exist and
unsymmetricalness between them are narrated. But exactly saying, the state is
only petrified discommunication. So that, by paying attention to the paticularity
of Onobu, I conclude that she is the very character who takes
unsymmetricalness of communication seriously and can crack such stable
discomunication, and that she is possible to meet strangers.

Dynamics of plot/Attraction of popular literature ;
The literary strategy in Kikuchi Kan’s Shinju- Fujin

Taguchi Ritsuko

The aim of this article is to make clear the conception of popular literature
by analyzing Kikuchi Kan’s Shinju-Fujin, one of the most important popular
works of fiction in the 1920’s. The analysis is made from 3 interconnected
viewpoints: the reader T— the newspaper serial fiction as ‘contact’ ——— the
plot.

Shinju- Fujin succeeded in acquiring a great number of readers by making
the most of such rhetorical aspects as plot, tempo, suspense, and furthermore by
effectively introducing illustrations and blanks which are characterics of
newspaper serial fiction.
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Where Ashiya-otome is going ? ; Ogai and vijfiapti-matrata

Otsuka Miho

Ogai made a study of vijiapti-matratd in Buddhism during his stay in
Kokura. I think his former interest in E. v. Hartmann’s aesthetics was the most
import-ant factor \ivhich led him to this study. Later he quoted some Buddhist
hymns from Trimsika-vijiapti-karikd at the close of his symbolic drama
ITkuta-gawa(1910). Founded on investigation into these hymns, I think they
suggest that the heroine Ashiya-otome wishes to forsake her own past existance
and to attain the nirvana after the precept vijfiapti-matrata, instead of suicide
imitating its classic sourses. '

‘Genre and Mode ; Before and after the war between
Japan and China

Takahashi Osamu
This essay deals with the development of modern literary genre around the
war between Japan and China, quoting an existence of sea adventure stories in
the beginning of the Meiji 30’s. This analysis shows that fiction was reshifted
by not only dynamics of different sub-genres on literary history, but also
relation with mode of discourse and media in those days. And it prompted
slowly the reshifting and departing of readers.

Another “I” who live in myself ;
On Tanizaki Junichiro’s early novels

Shinpo Kunihiro

Tanizaki’s demoniac theory, which changed from a story dominated by an
evil woman to a story admitting such character in “Hokan” and “Himitsu”,
developed into a theory which inquired its actual possibility in “Akuma”.

This is proved by the fact that quoting Lombroso’s theory which
rationalized one’s abnormal character, he destroyed Saeki, a hero of the story
who was bounded by actual rules, and gane his identity to Suzuki, an immoral
hero of the story.

However, his subsequent stories came to prove that such immoral would be
eventually ruined in a real life. After all, Tanizaki declared the end of his
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