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statements.

Noisy Modernism:
‘Japan’, ‘Modern’, ‘Literature’, and Modenity

Nakagawa Shigemi

In this paper, picking up the debate of plot of novel between Akutagawa Ryunosuke and
Tanizaki Jun-ichiro as a case study of modernism in Japan, I considered its real sgnificance
which has never been treated from the modernist point of view. Furthermore, in the forward
[ ‘Hajimeni’ ] of this paper, I proposed some logical summaries of the concept of modernism and
referred to the today’s significance of it in the afterword [ ‘Owarini’]. As I stated in both of
them, I regards as my theme of research the abstraction of modernity as the central concept of
modernism.

Modernism of Consciousness of Nature:

From Modernity to ‘Modernitism’

Okubo Takaki

When we deal with the problem of modernism, it often occurred that we mainly focus on
the theme of its urbanity but hide that of its rurality behind it and finally forget it. But in the
rural level also, especially in the attitude toward nature, we can observe the process that mo-
dernity comes to its limit and transfers to ‘modernitism’. In a word, it is the process from hu-
manized and internalized nature to dehumanized one which destroys and absorbs the human be-
ing. In this paper we attempt to see the process in the works of Hori Tatsuo, Ito Sei, and
Kawabata Yasunari
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‘T as Smell:
The Predicative World of Ozaki Midori

Kondo Yuko

In the text of Ozaki Midori, we find a variety of olfactory imagery floating which throws a
delicate shade to the world of her literary works.

At one time a smell mingles with negative self-image of the subject who smells it and it
from whose managing hands to hold it leeks away, but at another time a smell of the object into
which the subject was projected threatens its existence by trespassing into his or her ‘watashi’
[ ‘T’ 1in spite of its ceaseless defense.

In this paper, I discuss on the text of Ozaki Midori concerning the function of smell dis-
solving the outline of every thing and the bodily self of ‘watashi’ mingled with it.

Reiteration of Modernism:
Kaneko Mitsuharu and the Retrospect of a ‘Poet’

Kidono Tomoyuki

This paper attempts to reconsider ‘modernity’ itself in Japan through the autobiographical
retrospect by Kaneko Mitsuharu who wandered abroad during the period when ‘modernism’
flourished very much in our country. ‘Modernism’, in a way, means the ‘secularization’ of the
period when the artistic/political innovative movement was popular which was necessarily pro-
duced from modern discursive structure. The memoir by Kaneko, I think, put into question the
way of existence of ‘modernity’ in discourse simultaneously with the radical criticism of ‘mod-
ernism’ itself throwing its structure into relief through the experience of the struggle with the

time.

Self-visible Modernism and Anti-individuality of Mishima Yukio

Sato Hide-aki
In Mishima Yukio’s Kinjiki [Forbidden Colors] comes on stage a youth of peerless beauty.
And his beauty is explained as ‘typical’ and ‘universal’, which is illustrating the fact that in
Mishima’s works there is value judgment that individuality is of less importance than univer-
sality. Besides, in his essays Taiyo to tetsu [Sun and Steel], the happiness of trying to be uni-
versal is asserted. In this paper, I considered the ‘happiness’ of anti-individuality which
Mishima dreamt of and pointed out that it is found at the base of Mishima’s works and various
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Dramaturgy of “Haru wa basha ni notte”
[“Spring Came on the Horse-Drawn Cart”]

To-eda Hirokazu
In this paper, in order to make clear the mutual exchange between his novelistic and dra-
matic expressions in Yokomitsu Ri-ichi (1898—1947), I examined “Haru wa basha ni notte”
(which first appeared in Jose: [Women] in August, 1926) which, I think, introduced the dramatic
features into itself. At the same time, in connection to it, I discussed the relationship between
the characteristics of Yokomitsu’s dramas and the theatrical boom of the late Taisho Period on
its background.

Madness and Modernism in Akutagawa’s Literature:
(lllness) as a Strategy

Taguchi Ritsuo

We can say that the 1920s of Japan was the time when the significance of madness (psy-
chosis) changed radically, The law and medical institution started to exclude lunatics gradually
in the order of non-interference through house confinement to lunatic asylum, while the recep-
tion of Freudian psychoanalysis led to the discovery of madness as illness to cure by psycho-
analysts. The texts of the late period of Akutagawa, full of vocabularies of madness (psycho-
sis), show the resistance against the contemporary system to manipulate madness and the prac-
tice of “an aesthetics of existence” (Michel Foucault).

On the Eve of Modernism, when Literature and Science Meet:
An Attempt of Ideological Analysis

Yamamoto Yoshi-aki

By analyzing ‘Nusumi o shita N [‘N the Robber’] by Kikuchi Kan, ‘Giwaku’ [ ‘Suspi-
cion’] by Akutagawa Ryunosuke, and works by Suzuki Zentaro, published on the eve of mod-
ernism, around the 7th and 8th years of the Taisho Period, I would like to make clear the way of
introduction of science into Japan and prove by taking Kawabata Yasunari for an example that
its process of introduction gave an influence concerning the way of emplacement of science up-
on modernistic literature, throwing into relief the way in which ideology put gender or class un-
der its sway.
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Desire toward the Non-being:
The Composition of Koyoite Modernism

Kan Satoko
The Koyoite modernism is formed by the ceaseless movement that the various forms of
desire depicted in his works, seemingly seeking for the ratidnality of the ‘modernism’, in reality,
annihilate and destroy it for themselves. In this paper, I would like to show the ‘modern’ as
Koyo considered it to be, by illustrating the Koyoite modernism, via referrence to several
works which converge finally into Konjiki yasha [The Golden Demon).

“Sora utsu nami” [“Waves Dashing against the Sky”]
and Thus Spake Zarathustra

Naganuma Mitsuhiko
“Sora utsu nami” by Koda Rohan absorbs Nietzche’s discourse then in vogue into itself.
Rohan uses it not only in the form of mere reference, but also by transforming it into the char-
acters’ or a narrator’s words and attempts to organically match them with the composition of
each work. Partly it appears as the words which stand against the hero’s inner opinion, partly it
becomes the object to be criticized by the words of a narrator. In this paper we will take into ac-
counts the way of transforming the words from outside of the novel in itself.

Grammar of Modernism:
On Ibuse Masuji

Hidaka Shoji

Modernist literature in Japan has been treated negatively because of its superficial adop-
tion of Western culture not congenial to the traditional Japanese way of life. There we can de-
tect the difficulty of evaluating modernism in Japan since then we must take into consideration
both its temporality and value judgment. In the situation, Ibuse Masuji declared the standpoint
of his own to transform the thematics of modernity such as speed and reproduction into the
method of nonsense such as deference or deferment and showed a skeptic attitude toward the
Marxist theory of historical necessity.
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