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(<€) Nothing can please many, and please long, but just

representations of general nature. Particular manners can be
known to few, and therefore few only can judge how nearly they
are copied. The irregular combinations of fanciful invention
may delight a-while, by that novelty of which the common
satiety of life sends us all in quiet; but the pleasures of sudden
wonder are soon exhausted, and the mind can only repose on

the stability of truth.

(m) Shakspeare is above all writers, at least above all

modern writers, the poet of nature; the poet that holds up to his
(O) His

readers a faithful mirrour of manners and of life.

characters are not modified by the customs of particular places,

unpractised by the rest of the world; by the peculiarities of

studies or professions, which can operate but upon small

numbers; or by the accidents of transient fashions or temporary

opinions: (Q) they are the genuine progeny of common

humanity, such as the world will always supply, and

observation will always find. His persons act and speak by

(®) the influence of those general passions and principles by

which all minds are agitated, and the whole system of life is

continued in motion. (F=) In the writings of other poets a

character is too ommmwv an individual; in those of Shakespeare it
is commonly a species.
NTANN STRITEERHIEHE v @V IRK O S < (3o
RE S A N RIEV AR UL KR <IN 3 KO WP o) v
LA 5°] 7 Tae ki ] SR Q LN S Wi ee®
[aews o ] B URMIRE SR Wi — X< P N1
HeN MHNYAXKYNBEHULG S VB4t [the power of
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To works, however, of which the excellence is not absolute

[a vigilance of observation and accuracy of

and definite, but gradual and comparative; to works not praised

upon principles demonstrative and scientifik, but appealing
wholly to observation and experience, no other test can be
applied than length of duration and continuance of esteem.
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